Knights of Columbus — Mississippi Jurisdiction
Award Entry Form — Best Vocations Activity

Instructions:

Complete the following areas and submit it to the State Programs Chairman before March 31 of each state year.
Additional paper may be used if space is not sufficient. You may also attach photographs, newspaper clippings, and
letters of accommodation or other special items for considering this project.

Council Name: Monsignor John J. Burns Council Number: 802
Parish: Saint Patrick city: Meridian

Title of Project: Fundraising for Seminarian support
Date(s) of Project: Continuous Number of Members Participating: /

Explain details of the project:

Our organizer of this program is a retired Marine with 26 years of service all over the globe including
in Vietnam. He elected to retire in Meridian and has dedicated himself to the service to his Church,
our Council and the Meridian Catholic Community. His greatest passion and most enduring project is
this fund-raiser for the Priest Education Fund of our State Council, building a donation beyond our
Council's regular support of a Seminarian. He collects and sells aluminum cans and shelled Pecans,
most of which he gathers, cracks and shells. These are donated Pecans that he processes, and
many families bring Aluminum cans to him or ask him to pick them up as they accumulate. This year
he has dedicated over 400 hours to this project alone and has garnered $3,556.00 from the two items
listed.

Additional marketable or recyclable items are processed with the help of other Knights and members
of the Ladies’ Auxiliary and the Parish. When donations from many who support this massive effort
personally are added in and the year-end items are tallied up, the full amount will be well over
$11.000.00 again. Yes, that is 400 hours by this Knight and about 35 hours by others produce over
$11,000.00 for this single cause

This is an unusually successful program to help our Community and our State in dealing with the most
critical challenge our Church faces — the recruiting and training of new Priests

Submitted by: James A. Romano I Position: Grand Knight

(Attach additional pages as needed)
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